
The NDP Youth Forum 

 

The NDP (neighbourhood development plan) asked people that were under the age of 16 

years old who had not been able to take part in the recent survey to come to a youth forum 

to discuss our views on the parish of Bridstow.  At the forum there were about 15 young 

people from within the community. The age range was quite large with the eldest being 15 

and the youngest being 5. We were from different schools so we got a good idea about 

what different young people want and like about our parish. 

 

The tops and pants method was used to discover what people thought about the parish of 

Bridstow. On the tops we wrote things that we thought were good about living in the 

parish. On the pants we wrote what we thought needed improving to make Bridstow a 

better place to live in. The 3 most commonly occurring were that it is in the countryside, it 

is very peaceful and that there is a church and school. Some of the most commonly 

occurring pants were that there is no shop so you have to travel just to buy your groceries, 

there is no youth club so the young people don’t really know the other young people and 

there isn’t enough link between the older and younger generation within the parish. Also 

the roads are unsafe to walk on and the foot paths are scarce. 

 

After we decided what was good and bad about the parish we thought about what we could 

do to improve it. We wrote down our ideas on sticky notes and then stuck them in a 

diamond formation, with the most important at the top and the least important at the 

bottom. Right at the top we put getting a park put in. This would encourage more 

interaction between people living in the parish. We also wanted a shop or a little cinema. 

These wouldn’t have to be in a new building but could be run within another already 

existing building such as the hall or the church. However slightly more important than 

that we would like a young member of the community to be on the parish council or to 

have a youth council so that our views have more of a chance to be heard. We also wanted a 

youth club so that we had more of a chance to socialise with other children our age. 

Finally, we wanted another day like today to meet and go over what has been done and 

what hasn’t, as well as many other things. 

  

Overall the day was a great success and many of us young people met new people that we 

wouldn’t have met otherwise. It has helped us get our views across and we hope that they 

will be listened to and worked upon. It was a super fun day and was enjoyed by all.       

 



 


